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Editor’s Notes

Its been something of a quiet month. The Localism Bill has
completed its passage through the Public Bill Committee
and Parliament has gone into recess. The local elections
next week have meant that many policy announcements
have been delayed by the usual government purdah.

Two items caught my eye this month. Shelter has
launched a ‘nimby database’, an online resource for
developers and local authorities that classifies ‘wealthy
executives’ and ‘flourishing families’ as most likely to be
nimbys (page 2). The government is planning to revoke the
Duty to Involve and the Duty to Prepare a Sustainable
Community Strategy (page 5). These are unloved items of
bureaucracy but there is every danger that their abolition
will lead to a reduction in consultation with communities by
cash strapped or autocratic councils.

Your feedback on this eBulletin is important. Does it cover
what you need? Does the new format work for you? Please
let me know cprenews@gmail.com.

Andy Boddington, Editor

About the CPRE SE eBulletin

The CPRE South East eBulletin is issued monthly, with
occasional special editions when required. We cover all the
planning and environmental news with a relevance to the
remit of CPRE. Views expressed are those of the editor, not
of any part of CPRE.

Our audience is CPRE and its friends. Please feel free to
circulate this eBulletin. If you are not on our circulation list
and want to receive the eBulletin regularly, just let me
know at cprenews@gmail.com.

Planning and Housing

1. The Localism Bill

Bill progress. The House of Commons Library has
produced a report on the House of Commons Committee
Stage of the bill, which was not substantially amended in
the Public Bill Committee (  http://bit.ly/ggzxCN ). Itis
anticipated that the bill will return for its Commons
Report Stage in the week beginning 9 May.

Liberal Amendments. A group of Liberals, including
Deputy Leader Simon Hughes, have tabled a suite of
significant amendments to the Localism Bill
(http://  bit.ly/gvVkLe ), which will:

i allow businesses to develop neighbourhood plans as
promised in the Plan for Growth

i Increase the minimum number of members of a
neighbourhood forum from 3 to 12

i require professional support for the development of
neighbourhood plans

i require the government to define sustainable
development in planning context

i give a limited community right of appeal.

Debating localism. Closing the CPRE online debate on
localism, Chief Executive Shaun Spiers raised concerns
about the mood music n  ow accompanying the planning
reforms. He raised concerns that government ministers,
including David Cameron have been making speeches
casting planning ‘as an enemy of enterprise, holding the
nation back and frustrating necessary development’
(http://bit.ly/ecOfyl ).

Neighbourhood plans. The GLG has awarded funds to
five national groups to provide advice on developing
neighbourhood plans: Prince’s Foundation; Locality; The
Royal Town Planning Institute; and the National
Association of Local Councils in partnership with CPRE.

Shaun Spiers for CPRE said the organisation was
delighted to receive the grant but the government funding
would not affect its ability to criticise government policy
(CLG: http://bit.ly/hhkxdO ; CPRE: http://bit.ly/gilOgHmM ).

Other reaction to the Bill. The RTPI has again called
for the National Planning Policy Framework to be
incorporated into the Localism Bill. It prefers a new clause
in the Bill to secure this ( http://bit.ly/genMsu ). The Freight
Transport Association continued its attack on the
Localism Bill, claiming that the M1 fire demonstrates the
highlights the potential danger of loca lism
(http://bit.ly/nRdSh1 ).

See also our previous Localism eBulletins:
i The Budget: Planning and Localism Special

2011; see also News for March 2011 )
i Update on the Localism Bill (5 February 2011)
i The Localism Bill (14 December 2010)

(27 March

2. Planning

RSS abolition. Planning minister Bob Neill announced
that the Government will assess the environmental impact
of revoking each regional strategy, No doubt with a view to
avoiding further legal challenges such as those mounted
by Cala Homes. CLG said that it expects to complete the
assessments later this summer (Inside Housing:
http://bit.ly/eqg9re  ; Planning: http:/bit.ly/fFvhs8 ;
Statement: http:/bit.ly/ehaoPl ).
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Infrastructure Planning Commission. The IPC has
published its advice on Habitats Regulatio ns Assessment
for nationally significant infrastructure projects
(http://bit.ly/gogd5C  ; Angus Walker:  http://bit.ly/eNHE2v ).

Change of use. CLG is consulting on relaxation of
plan ning rules for change of use of commercial properties
to residential use as heralded in the Plan for Growth. Itis
also consulting on scope for further liberalisation for
change of use. Chief Planner Steve Quatermain wrote to
planning authorities encouragi  ng them to use local
development orders to extend permitted development
rights ( http://bit.ly/fkLaLR ; http://bit.ly/f7rCJs ).

Regional Growth Fund. The government has
announced the first £450 million allocations from the £1.4
billion regional growth fund. Nearly all the funding is
allocated to the north and west, with no funds awarded to
companies in the South East (BIS: http://bit.ly/nodXG8 ).

Gypsies and Travellers. CLG has issued a draft
consultation on a PPS for traveller settlements. Eric
Pickles is proposing to abolish central government targets
for traveller pitches, and to give planning authorities
stronger powers to tackle unauthorised d evelopment. The
government is hoping the New Homes Bonus will provide
incentives for new traveller plots ( http://bit.ly/gceHKK ;
Closing date 6 July 2011:  http:/bit.ly/fwiSwr ). The
government has also agreed to pay £1.2 million towards
eviction of 96 gypsy families at Dale Farm, though the
eviction costs are speculated to eventually reach £20
million (Echo:  http://bit.ly/f7JtRg ; TI Essex:
http://bit.ly/gQ5pNi ).

Local Enterprise Partnerships. Surrey County Council
is making a second bid to form a LEP after the
government asked it to revise its application. The council
said Surrey Connects would be set up whe ther or not it is
formally recognised (BBC:  http://bbc.in/dP5ISD ).

House in barn disallowed. The Supreme Court rejected
an appeal that would have allowed a house built inside a
barn on green belt land to given a Certi ficate of
Lawfulness. The court said the owner could not benefit
from his wrongdoing and made a number of technical
points on use and change of use (Welwyn Hatfield:
http://bit.ly/d TtK 1 ).

3. Housing

New Homes Bonus. Housing minister Grant Shapps
has confirmed the first round of £200m for the flagship
New Homes Bonus scheme, saying: ‘it is now essential
that councils engage with their local community to decide
how the money is spent, so residents feel the d irect
benefits of growth, rather than extra pressure on local
services’ (LocalGov: http://bit.ly/g0oDa5 ).

Eco towns. Developers of the NW Bicester scheme have
submitted a revised application for full planning
permissi on. Parking provision has been reduced; cycling
routes improved; ‘large additional areas of green open
space’ have been added to the housing areas; and part of
the layout redesigned and the street grid ‘substituted with
a looser framework which takes accou  nt of the west to
east slope of the land, existing field boundaries and
hedgerows and also provides improved orientation for
houses to optimise passive solar energy gains with roof
slopes to the south’ (P3Eco:  http:/bi  t.ly/f7TBWWSs ).

Eco houses. WWF announced it was ‘no longer able to
support the zero carbon homes policy’ and resigned from
the Zero Carbon Homes Taskforce (

between 2010 and 2013 as developers adapt to funding
changes, the Construction Products Association
forecasted (Inside Housing:  http://bit.ly/eRFjbN ).
Nimbyism. Shelter launched a free online tool

local authorities and house builders to see information
about demographic groups down to ward level. It purports
to reveal attitudes towards development in those area and
the likelihood of objections (Inside Housing:
http://bit.ly/hyoEm5 ; Shelter: http://bit.ly/fkbBRg ).

http://bit.ly/i3ncRA ).
Affordable housing. Public housing s tarts will drop 40%
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Around the South East. The public inquiry into Project
Pinewood, intended to expand the movie studios and fund
it through housing, has begin. The develop ment will
expand the site into the green belt (Slough Observer:
http://bit.ly/gVcDMb ).

Job cuts. Hampshire County Council’s team of 26
planners is being cut by nearly a quarter (Planning:
http://bit.ly/exCsgS ). The Communities and Local
Government department is to cut its staffing level by
almost a third (Inside Housing: http://bit.ly/nhgmbK ).

Landscape and Environment

4. Public environmental attitudes survey

Defra published the latest survey of attitudes to the
environment in England ( http://bit.ly/hD2WYP ). In 2011:
i 92% of respondents said it was fairly or very important
for them to have public  gardens, parks, commons or
other green spaces nearby
i 56% said they used public gardens parks, commons or
other green spaces at least once a week
i 48% reported knowing at least a little about
biodiversity; a slight increase from 44% in 2009
i 78% agreed they w orry about changes to the UK
countryside and loss of native animals and plants
i 13% of respondents had volunteered with, given time
to or taken part in conservation volunteering in the
previous 12 months.
Knowledge of climate change has declined. Those sayi
they know ‘a lot’ is now 44%, down from 61% in 2009.

ng
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5. Landscape

Green belt. Eric Pickles has approved a housing scheme
on a brownfield site in the Cheshire green belt (Planning:
http://bit.ly/gmiJez ).

Natural England has launched a new planning service,
which centralises its responses to planning consultations
in two centres in Crewe and Worcester ( http://bit.ly/e2tCjs
http://  bit.ly/i5SnMOP ).

Seascapes. A call to give statutory protection to
coastlines and seascapes has been made by the National
Trust, CPRE, CPRW, Campaign for National Parks,
National Association for Areas of Outstanding Natural
Beauty and Europarc Atlantic Is les. Neil Sinden of CPRE
said: ‘Our marine area is becoming increasingly busy...
placing pressure on what's left of the beauty and
tranquillity of our coasts which are such an important
part of our quality of life and national identity. That's why
we need a robust marine planning system that extends
the protection that we have for our landscapes to our
seascapes’ (Click Green: http://bit.ly/nPSOla ).

Heaths and commons. Natural England has agreed to
arrangements for ‘suit  able alternative natural green space’
(SANGS), near Farnborough, allowing housing
development to go ahead. SANGS is intended to protect
bird life in the Thames Basin Heaths Special Protection
Area from disturbance by dogs (Get Hampshire:
http://bit.ly/gv04zF ). The City of London Corporation and
Natural England have reached agreement on a Higher
Level Stewardship scheme for the management of the
Corporation’s commons in South London and Surrey
(Smallholder:  http:/bit.ly/hiJTUH ; Epsom Guardian:
http://bit.ly/dF4TwQ ).

Biodiversity. A nationwide network of ‘bee roads’ will be
planted to provide corridors of wildflowers for insects
under a scheme la unched the Co -operative (BBC:

http://bbc.infeGOv8g  ; Co-op Plan Bee: http://bit.ly/eUnld9 ).

Escapee parakeets are to be trapped or culled in the south
of England (Telegraph: http://bit.ly/gXgTNV ).

Clutter. CPRE Oxfordshire is seeking a judicial review of
South Oxfordshire District Council’'s claim that it is
entitled to ‘flout its own planning policies when it is in its
own interestto do so.” T he SODC erected advertisements
on roundabouts without planning permission. When
challenged by CPRE, it gave itself permission in conflict
with its own policies. Michael Tyce, Chairman of CPRE
Thame said: ‘If the Council thinks it is OK for them to
flout th e policies to protect our rural environment, then it
leaves those who care for the countryside no option but to
take them to the courts. Threatened by CPRE with legal
action, the Council's defence was that it considered itself
under no obligation to confor ~ m to its own policies, explicit
though they are, when it suited it' (Thame News:
http://bit.ly/dGIFBc ). Martin Wainwright speculated on
whether our nation affection for being bossed around is
encouraging the proliferat  ion of sighage and clutter
(Guardian: http://bit.ly/eedxLg ).

Litter. Seasoned litter campaigner Peter Silverman has
been awarded a summons requesting the transport
secretary Philip Hammond to appear at High Wycombe
Magistrates Court on 9 May over a Litter Abatement Order
to clean the slip roads at junction one of the M40
(Guardian: http://bit.ly/g5AJOy ).

Transport

6. High Speed 2

The proposals. Transport Secretary Phili  p Hammond
said the East Midlands will have its own station on HS2
(Rail: http://bit.ly/fbV4AS ).

Right Lines Charter. An alliance of ten environmental
groups including CPRE have launched a charter setting
out the princ iples ‘for doing High Speed Rail well’
(Birmingham Post:  http://bit.ly/i38489 ; BBC:
http://bbc.in/fieFRO ; Press release: http:/bit.ly/dYt0Jd ;
Charter: http://bit.ly/gCcUBA ). The four core principles are:
i National Strategy. High Speed Rail proposals need to

be set in the context of along  -term transport strategy
stating clear objectives.

i Testing the Options. Major infrastructure proposals,
such as High Speed Rail, need to be ‘future -proofed’ by
comprehensive testing against different scenarios.

i Public Participation. Early public involvement in the
development of major infrastructure proposals,
including High  Speed Rall, is essential.

i Minimising Adverse Impacts. High Speed Rail
proposals need to be designed from the start to avoid
significant adverse impacts on the natural
environment, cultural heritage and local communities
during construction and operation.

Ralph Smyth of CPRE said a reduction in the proposed
top speed of 400km/h would make more routes available
‘and provide more opportunities for engagement with local
communities’ (Railnews:  http:/bit.ly/i0Dinp ).

The campaign against. The Financial Times and
Birmingham Post reviewed opposition to the line. The FT
noted the official cost of upgrading the west coast main
line as an alternative to HS2 nearly doubled from £5.4 to

£8.9 billion in just 12 months, fuelling sus picions of
campaigners (FT: http://on.ft.com/hs11ss ;
http://on.ft.com/eZ2iKR ; http://on.ft.com/hFdAgqw ; Post:

http://bit.ly/h4zjol ). A rally against HS2 will take place in

Great Missenden on 8 May (BFP:  http://bit.ly/gomVka ). The
leader of Hillingdon Council described the ongoing

consultation as ‘the worst | have ever seen’ and said he
was confident that a future legal challenge would be

successful (Uxbridge Gazette:  http://bit.ly/e4qvOM ).

The campaign for. Rail companies have been asked to
contribute £10,000 each to the Camp aign for High Speed
Rail, launched to fight back against the growing anti -HS2
movement. is seeking funds to counter opponents of HS2.

It warns that the objectors ‘have a £1m war chest’. The
CHSR is led by transport advocate Professor David Begg.
Its campai gn tactics will resemble an election campaign,
with an instant rebuttal operation, phone banks to secure
business endorsements and polling research (Guardian:
http://bit.ly/gR3Adk ).

7. Other Transport

Aviation. Dunsfold Park in Surrey has applied for a
certificate of lawful use claiming that a permanent
planning consent granted in 1951 for unrestricted flying
still stands, and overrides the current cap of 5,000 annual
flight movements. CPRE Surrey’s Andy Smi th said this
‘housing or flights argument is the sort of trick that
developers often use when they can’t see any other way of
getting their schemes through. It's just a scare tactic’ (Get
surrey: http:/bit.ly/glufTw ).
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Energy, Water and Waste

8. Renewable Energy

Investment. Britain is failing to attract the level of
investment needed to build alow  -carbon infrastructure
and meet emissions reduction targets, according to the
Confederation of British Industry which said: ‘We need the
government to set a clear direction of travel and to stick to
it. Businesses want to get on with building new low -
carbon infrastructure, but there is still too much policy
uncertainty.’ (Independent:  http://ind.pn/gENoMB
Guardian: http://bit.ly/fyehFz ).

Renewables. About 30,000 small -scale renewables are
now claiming support from feed  -in tariffs (FITs) but
uptake levels are just 40% of what the previous
government believed was needed by now (ENDS:
http://bit.ly/eolQdQ ).

Wind. A report by Stuart Young Consulting claimed that
the average power output of the turbines in Scotland is
well below the rates claimed by officia | figures (LocalGov:
http://bit.ly/nackXC ). A decision on the Rushy Mead wind
farm near Wokingham is set to be made today (Get
Reading: http://bit.ly/hu8evy ).

Biofuels. The Nuffie Id Council on Bioethics said the
current UK and European policies on biofuels encourage
unethical practices. Policies such as the European
Renewable Energy Directive are particularly weak when it
comes to protecting the environment, reducing
greenhouse gas emissions and avoiding human rights
violations in developing countries. They also include few
incentives for the development of new biofuel technologies
that could help avoid these problems. The Council
recommends that there should be a set of overarching
ethical conditions for all biofuels produced in and
imported into Europe (press release: http://bit.ly/fWROuw
report: http://bit.ly/gLWwDCT ). Landfill sites in the North
and East of England are to be used to grow biofuel crops
for Drax power station (Edie:  http://bit.ly/i1Ey3p ). RWE
plans to convertits 1,050 -megawatt coal -power station in
Tilbury to run entirely on wood pellets (Bloomberg:
http://bloom.bg/fnARjO ).

Anaerobic digestion. A village in the Cotswolds has
become the first in England to be powered by the waste of
farmyard animals (Edie:  http://bit.ly/fivAta ). The
government has yet to assess whether fuelling anaerobic
digestion plants with energy crops is environmentally
damaging. Future Biogas, a Guildford -based firm
promoting energy -crop AD, says growing maize for plants
generates 4 -6 times more energy perh ectare than growing
rapeseed for biodiesel or wheat for bioethanol (ENDS
Report: http://bit.ly/fKiRC2 ).

Solar. A group of solar firms has filed for judicial review
against the government’s cuts in feed  -in tariff, aime d at
eliminating subsidy for larger solar farms (Business
Green: http://bit.ly/facbiy ). A solar farm in West
Oxfordshire has been rejected by planners after Natural
England said some types of wildlife, including beetle
stoneflies, could mistake the solar panels for water and
lay eggs on them, thereby damaging the population. The
Cotswolds Conservation Board said the plan would be
‘industrial in character and scale’ and at odds with the
rural area (Oxford Mail:  http:/bit.ly/fPN94k ).

s and

9. Fossil Fuels

Coal and oil. The eleven UK coal - and oil -fired power
plants covered by the EU’s large combustion plant
directive in the UK hit more than half their quota of hours
by the end of February. Under the directive, the plants
must close by 2015 or when the quota is exhausted, a
date brought forward by a year by the cold winter (Platts:
http://bit.ly/g9qfXD ; Telegraph: http://bit.ly/ilgYIr ).

10. Water

White Paper. The water white paper has been delayed
until the autumn, environment minister Richard Benyon
said. ENDS suggests the cause of delay is mainly concern
in Defra about extending metering (Hansard:
http://bit.ly/ifH2iB ; ENDS Report: http://bit.ly/dzdKoz ).

Waste Water National Policy Statement. Ministers
must radically improve the draft PPS on major waste
water pro jects, the Environment, Food and Rural Affairs
Committee said. They argue that it should set out a strong
set of general principles to apply to any waste water
project, rather than specific projects such as the Thames
Tunnel ( http://bit.ly/e6ryeQ ).

11. Recycling and Waste

Eric Pickles won the Friends of the Earth first ‘Talking
Rubbish’ award for talking rubbish while failing to set out
a sensible plan for dealing with England’s waste (Edie:
http://bit.ly/dJlel0 ).

Food waste. Households paid an estimated £520 each
for uneaten food over the past 12 months, the Local
Government Association said ( http://bit.ly/hQPZRt ). ‘Best
before’ dates on food are likely to be scrapped in favour of
‘use by’ dates to cut food waste (Edie: http://bit.ly/geHI9H

Incineration. Eric Pickles was condemned by a
councillor for ignoring the localism agenda in approving
an i ncinerator in Bristol: “Your localism seems a flimsy
cloak for yet more centrist diktat characterised in this
case by the imposition of unnecessary and unwanted
polluting plants against the express wishes of local people
and elected, accountable local coun  cillors from all political
persuasions.’ Pickles also faced flak from a Norfolk MP for
ignoring localism in the case of the King’s Lynn
incinerator (WMW:  http://bit.ly/e7B7CK ;
http: //bit.ly/gRwW4dY ).

Landfill. Residents in East Northamptonshire and
Rutland have organised a referendum on plans to dump
low level radioactive waste in landfill (Chron & Echo:
http://bit.ly/gvrDKM ).

Rural

12. Farming and Food

Making Local Food Work. CPRE published six reports
showing the scale and impact of local food webs for
Birstall, Hastings, Kenilworth, Knutsford, Sheffield and
Totnes. Graeme Willis, Senior Local Food Campaigner at
CPRE said: ‘The researc h shows that food webs can
deliver... better access to fresh food, supporting local
businesses, and adding diversity and character to towns
and rural areas.’

In Hastings, the research found that the local food web
provides valuable local jobs in an area of above average
unemployment. A high proportion of outlets checked
sourced local food (38 of 47) and a majority stocked high

)-
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percentages of local food. From 130 to 170 full
part -time jobs were provided by food outlets, with
potentially up to 600 job s at 60 producers supplying into
the town. Local food sales in Hastings amount to between
£1.7 and £3.4 million per annum and production of local
food is associated with sustainable use of fisheries, and
less intensive forms of agriculture (CPRE:
http://bit.ly/euQ3qgp ; reports:  http://bit.ly/e4IvPE ).
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Local supply chains into Hastings -

Common Agricultural Policy. The Environment, Food
and Rural Affairs Committee slammed the European
Commission’s proposed sweeping re  forms of the CAP
saying it would see the current complex and bureaucratic
system of direct payments replaced by one that could be
even worse. It said the first priority of the CAP should be
to maintain food production with less reliance on direct
supporti nthe long term. It called for sustainable farming
to be encouraged through incentives, not additional
regulation. It also claimed that higher welfare standards

in Europe than elsewhere are not sustainable

(http://bit.]  y/eyouvt ). CPRE welcomed the Committee’s call
for the CAP’s key objectives to include the management of
Europe’s wildlife, landscapes and natural resources and
said this should be the primary objective of the CAP, as all
our food production depends on a h ealthy natural
environment.

13. Communities

Schools. ‘The only school in the village: Why are small
primaries closing down?’, asks Jeremy Sutcliffe in an
Independent article focusing on Shropshire
(http://ind  .pn/nOGVxP ).

Local authority duty to consult may be abolished. All

local councils, local police and fire services are under a
legal duty to inform, consult and involve local people on
the exercise of their functions. Eric Pickles is now
proposing to revo ke the statutory guidance  Creating
Strong, Safe and Prosperous Communities and to repeal
the two main statutory duties covered in it:
i the Duty to Involve
i the Duty to Prepare a Sustainable Community
Strategy.

In danger are the 12 week consultation period,
depth and commitment of engagement by councils. This
will not affect consultations on planning permissions and
planning policy, but could lead to a reduction in
consultation across a wide range of services of importance
to rural communities (consul  tation: http://bit.ly/ggXejv
deadline: 14 June 2011; LocalGov:

-time and

and the

http://bit.ly/hTVzch ).

5
14. Campaigning

CPRE has launched its new logo and website
(http://www.cpre.org.uk/ ).

Protest and the Law. The High Court has ruled that the
Metropolitan police broke the law in the way they kettled
protesters at the G20 demonstrations in 2009. The
judgment says: ‘The police may only take such p reventive
action as a last resort catering for situations about to
descend into violence’ (Guardian:  http://bit.ly/eoIMF3 ;
Liberty: http://bit.ly/ieswxX ). In an unusual move, the D PP

has asked Ratcliffe -on-Soar power station protesters to
appeal against trespass convictions. The convictions are
believed to be unsafe after it was discovered that an
undercover police officer infiltrated the protest group,
sleeping with key members (Gu  ardian:
http://bit.ly/exzfUm ; Monbiot:

Climate Camp is currently being held near Lewes in
Sussex from 23rd April to sometime in May
(http://bit.ly/gkHeZj ). Unlike previous camps, there has
been almost no media coverage but the campaigners are
promising direct action after the royal wedding (Argus:
http://bit.ly/exKtVg ).



