THE VALE OF AYLESBURY IS UNDER ATTACK
The countryside and rural character of the Vale of Aylesbury are currently threatened with developments on a wide front. CPRE (Vale of Aylesbury District) have made strong representations on those projects where planning applications have been made and will do so for future applications.

Incinerator at Calvert

A planning application has been submitted for an incinerator (energy from waste facility) at Calvert. Alongside this, Buckinghamshire County Council has published its proposed Minerals and Waste Plan. CPRE do not object the incineration as such, but the Bucks CC plan has serious flaws. We believe that waste should be processed as near to source as possible, and should not be transported by lorry from the more populous south of the county to the area which produces least waste. We also think that there should be greater co-operation with adjoining counties; there is a planned incinerator in Oxfordshire less than 10 miles form Calvert.

Housing

Planning applications have been submitted for large housing developments at Fleet Marston and Bierton/Broughton. CPRE have made representations regarding these applications. There is now a proposal to build about 3000 houses near Weston Turville, resurrecting part of the “Southern Arc” proposals which AVDC rejected in 2010. Together, these proposed developments would deliver many more houses than are needed locally, and certainly many more than there are jobs available. 

HS2

HS2 is a strange project – initially a rushed job by Labour, adopted by the Conservatives, and now Labour have chosen a different route! Its aims of improving the railways and increasing capacity are quite laudable, but the government have arrived at the wrong answer. HS2 will damage the Chilterns and will then cut through open countryside of Aylesbury Vale between Wendover and Quainton (then beyond), passing very close to the western edge of Aylesbury. CPRE made a lengthy response to the consultation exercise and CPRE (Buckinghamshire Branch) have pushed for the results of the consultation to be made public. We fear that the government might announce its findings from the consultation, without providing the detail of what people actually thought.
Arla Dairy

AVDC have given permission for this major development to proceed. This is despite the fact that the proposal does not comply with AVDC’s existing Plan. What seems clear, unfortunately, is that the lure of new jobs is sufficient to override planning policies.

Windfarms

The big threat on the horizon is of windfarm developments in the Vale. We know of several proposals, including cases where anemometers have been given planning permission, these clearly being the precursors to full applications. Met Office records suggest that the Vale of Aylesbury has consistently some of the lowest windspeeds in the UK and logically it is therefore one of the worst places for windfarms. But landowners will be tempted by subsidies, so there remains a real threat.       

Do you want to help?

There are various ways in which you can help. Initially you could join CPRE as a member, but you might wish to become more actively involved, e.g. by joining our Bucks Branch Committee or one of our District Committees. If your focus is more local, there are many action groups dealing with the above issues.
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